
QUESTIONNAIRE ON THE DRAFT CSO GUIDELINES ON SHADOW REPORTING TO THE AFRICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS AND THE PROTOCOL ON THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN IN AFRICA 

	PART A: BACKGROUND



Civil Society Organisations (CSOs)have played a critical role in enhancing the promotion and protection mandate of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (African Commission), for example through monitoring, documenting and submitting reports on the status of human rights in various African countries. 
The African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights at its 27th Extraordinary session held in Banjul, The Gambia from 19 February to 4 March 2020 adopted Resolution 436 on the need to develop guidelines for shadow reporting. The resolution recognises the role that civil society organisations and National Human Rights Institutions play in providing information to the Commission in their consideration of reports submitted by member states. It also notes that there are currently no guidelines for the drafting of these shadow reports. Over the years, CSOs have been experiencing significant challenges in developing elaborate shadow reports that would enhance constructive engagement with the African Commission. Towards addressing this challenge, the Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria, the International Commission of Jurist - Kenya and Equality- Now drafted civil society organisations guidelines on shadow reporting to the African Commission. on the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights (African Charter) and the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa (Maputo Protocol).
The guidelines are intended to guide and assist CSOs to develop shadow reports on the African Charter and the Maputo protocol to facilitate the effective realisation of Article 74(2) of the African Commission’s Rules of Procedure which allows civil society organisations to assist in the examination of State reports and the human rights situation by providing shadow reports to the African Commission.

	PART B: ABOUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE



This questionnaire is intended to invite non-state actors to share their feedback on the proposed guidelines. Your feedback will be useful in bolstering the document and   give you the opportunity to participate in developing a document that will promote meaningful engagement between human rights organizations and regional human rights mechanisms. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The results will be presented at a CSOs Virtual Meeting on the Draft Guidelines’ on 1 October 2020 and will provide a baseline and evidence-based foundation for informing the discussions among stakeholders at the meeting. Please send your feedback by 30 September 2020 to joanne.mutonga@icj-kenya.org, kkanyali@equalitynow.org, susan.mutambasere@up.ac.za 

	PART C: THE QUESTIONS



1. CONTACT INFORMATION
a) Name of Respondent:
b) Country name:
c) Organizational Affiliation (if any):
d) Email address: 
e) Telephone No:

2. QUESTIONS
	
	Question
	Response

	a. 
	Have you ever drafted and/or submitted a shadow report to the African Commission? Please specify the year you drafted and/or submitted the shadow report and the country it was for.
	Yes/No


	b. 
	Based on your understanding, do you find that the introduction to the guidelines encapsulated the importance of Draft Shadow Reporting Guidelines for civil society organisations and other stakeholders? 

	 Yes/No

	c. 
	Based on your own reading of the Draft Shadow Reporting Guidelines, do you consider the Definitions section (Section II of the draft guidelines) comprehensive enough for a wide range of users? 
	Yes/No

	d. 
	If you answered no to question (c) above, please suggest additional terms that we should include in the “definitions” sections.
	





	e. 
	Based on your own understanding of the draft guidelines, and your work in civil society, do the aims and purposes (section III of the guidelines) outlined in the draft guidelines capture the interests of civil society organizations and other actors engaging with the African Commission?
	Yes/No

	f. 
	Based on your reading of the general guidance for the preparation of a shadow report (Section IV of the guidelines) please select the statement you agree with the most out of the following:
i.	The general guidance provides all the information one would need in drafting a shadow report to the African Commission
ii.	The general guidance provides most of the information one would need in drafting a shadow report to the African Commission
iii.	The general guidance provides some information that one would need in drafting a shadow report to the African Commission, but not enough information to draft a comprehensive report.
iv.	The general guidance does not provide information that one would need in drafting a shadow report to the African Commission.
	

	g. 
	If you checked (ii), (iii), (iv) above, please provide some recommendations for how we can improve the general guidance section of the guidelines.
	







	h. 
	Based on your reading of the Format and Content guidance in the draft guidelines (Section V), please select the statement you agree with the most out of the following:
i.	The section provides all the information one would need in drafting a shadow report to the African Commission
ii.	The section provides most of the information one would need in drafting a shadow report to the African Commission
iii.	The section provides some information that one would need in drafting a shadow report to the African Commission, but not enough information to draft a comprehensive report.
iv.	The section does not provide information that one would need in drafting a shadow report to the African Commission.
	

	i. 
	If you checked (iii), (iv) above, please provide some recommendations for how we can improve the Format and Content section of the guidelines.
	






	j. 
	Based on your understanding, do you find the practical suggestions outlined in section VI of the draft guidelines useful for institutions and individuals interested in drafting a shadow report to the African Commission?
	Yes/No

	k. 
	If you answered no in the question above, please suggest other practical information we should provide to the draft guidelines.
	







	l. 
	Based on your understanding, do you find the miscellaneous provisions suggestions outlined in section VII of the draft guidelines useful for institutions and individuals interested in drafting a shadow report to the African Commission?
	Yes/No

	m. 
	If you answered no in the question above, please suggest other information we should provide to the draft guidelines.
	






	n. 
	Based on your understanding do you find these guidelines useful?
	Yes/No

	o. 
	a.	Kindly specify 3 sections you find most useful in the guidelines.
•	Introduction (Section I)
•	Definitions (Section II)
•	Aims and Purpose of the Shadow Report (Section III)
•	General Guidance for Preparation of Report (Section IV)
•	Format and Content of Shadow Report (Section V)
•	Practical Suggestions (Section VI)
•	Miscellaneous Provisions (Section VII)
	

	p. 
	Do you have any additional suggestions to improve the guidelines?
	













Thank you for participating in this survey.
                                                                                  -THE END-
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