


Published by
The Kenyan Section of the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ Kenya)
ICJ Kenya House, Off Silanga Road, Karen
P.O Box 59743 - 00200, Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254-20-2084836/8|+254 720 491549
Email: info@icj-kenya.org
Website: www.icj-kenya.org
© ICJ Kenya 2024

Editorial:
Shukri Wachu
Communications Offi cer - ICJ Kenya

Design and Layout:
Ndolo Anderson
Lead Graphics Designer & illustrator - ICJ Kenya

Disclaimer

All rights reserved. This material may be copyrighted but may be produced by any 
method without change for any educational purposes, provided that the source is 
acknowledged. For copying in other circumstances, or for reproduction in other 
publications, prior written permission must be obtained from the copyright owner 
and a fee may be charged.

2



19

32

Table of Contents

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE AND
THE RULE OF LAW

HUMAN RIGHTS

05

ECONOMIC JUSTICE

3



Dear ICJ Kenya Members, Partners and 
Friends,

I am pleased to share with you the second edition of 
ICJ Kenya’s Newsletter 2024, providing you with 
updates on our recent endeavours in advancing 
justice, human rights, and the rule of law in Kenya. 

During the second quarter of the year, ICJ Kenya 
has actively participated in various activities 
aimed at promoting and strengthening judicial 
independence,constitutionalism and the rule of 
law.We have also actively advocated for police 
reforms while condemning incidents of arbitrary 
arrests and detention, enforced disappearances 
and extrajudicial Killings during the recent 
nationwide protests by youth demanding good

governance and accountability. Notably, we have devoted substantial efforts to pro-
ducing knowledge products such as, the simplifi ed version of a publication titled: 
Promoting Inclusion and Responding to Justice Needs for persons with Mental 
Disabilities: An access to Justice Manual for persons with mental disabilities, the 
2023 paralegal report and an analysis of the Public Benefi ts Organizations Act 2013.

I extend my heartfelt appreciation to our devoted team, partners, and ICJ members, 
whose invaluable contributions have been fundamental in the success of these initia-
tives. Together, we are effecting positive change and fostering a more equitable and 
rights oriented Kenya.

Thank you for your unwavering support, and I encourage you to delve into this 
year’s second newsletter to gain further insights into our recent activities and 
accomplishments.

Yours sincerely, 

Protas Saende,

ICJ Kenya Chairman.

CHAIRMAN’S NOTE

Protas Saende,
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DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE 
AND THE RULE OF LAW
Constitutional Reforms and Implementation

NCAJ Council Meeting

ICJ Kenya being a member of NCAJ, attended NCAJ Council meeting whose 
objective was to discuss the role NCAJ can play in advancing initiatives to green 
Kenya’s justice system. The meeting led to the adoption of a comprehensive plan 
for the period (2020-2025) outlining actionable strategies for integrating environ-
mental sustainability into judicial processes and setting specifi c goals to enhance 
the ecological responsibility of the justice sector.

Unwanted Witness, Uganda and ICJ Kenya organized a virtual Boot 
Camp themed “The Unwanted Witness Privacy Moot Court Competition”,
The boot camp brought together participants from both Kenya and 
Uganda. The Boot camp’s objective was to enable participants to engage 
with experienced facilitators on how to best prepare for the moot court, 
including drafting proper memorials and making proper oral presen-
tations. The facilitators of this session were two ICJ Kenya members, 
Ms. Lilian Mahiri-Zaja and Dr. Victor Lando. As a result, participants 
reported gaining critical skills and valuable knowledge, enhancing their 
readiness for the moot court competition. 

Unwanted Witness Privacy Moot Court Competition
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ICJ Kenya led by our Ag. Executive 
Director Demas Kiprono was 
delighted to host a delegation from 
the  Open Society Foundations at the 
ICJ Kenya House on April 5th 2024. 
The Director Public Safety and 
Authoritarianism Hugo Tovar led 
led his delegation that included Ana 
Clara,Program Manager Public Safety 
and Authoritarianism and Loiuse 
Ehlers, Asscoiate Director OSF.
The meeting explored among others 
how to counter authoritarianism in 
Kenya and across Africa.

ICJ Kenya ,OSF Partnership 
Meeting



Proposed Assembly and Demonstration 
Bill article
As an authority in legal and 
policy issues, ICJ Kenya criti-
cally examined the Assembly and 
Demonstration Bill through an arti-
cle that highlighted the proposed 
Bill’s provisions which are aimed 
at balancing public order and the 
right to protest, including measures 
to prevent disruption to non-partic-
ipants and penalize disobedience to 
police orders or organizing unlawful 
assemblies. The article understood
the necessity of investigating the root causes of protest violence, particularly the 
excessive use of force by police, thereby contributing to the ongoing discourse on 
enhancing peaceful assembly and protest regulations in Kenya.

In the reporting period, ICJ Kenya 
participated in a three-day partner 
training in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
organized by the Norwegian Agency for 
Exchange Cooperation (NOREC) under 
the African Judges and Jurists Forum 
(AJJF). The training equipped partners 
with essential skills in project planning, 
fi nancial management, recruitment, 
and leadership through diverse mod-
ules and practical exercises. ICJ Kenya 
representatives in the training gained 
valuable insights and formed strategic 
collaborations, enhancing their capac-
ity to effectively implement the NOREC 
exchange program and enter a new 
phase of the grant.

NOREC Partner Training

8



In enhancing our work on supporting 
legal a policy reforms in the country, ICJ 
Kenya submitted a Memorandum to the 
Justice and Legal Affairs Committee of 
the Senate on the proposed amendments 
to the IEBC (Amendments) Bill, 2024. 
Among the salient issues in the proposed 
Bill is a proposal to amend the composi-
tion of the IEBC selection panel and add 
a provision that in the absence of the 
chairperson of the commission, the vice 
chairperson cannot act in that capacity, 
rather a new chairperson is appointed. 
ICJ Kenya in the Memorandum stated

Memorandum to the Justice and Legal 
Affairs Committee of the Senate

Under the umbrella of the Police Reforms 
Working Group-Kenya, ICJ Kenya and 
other members of the group drafted and 
issued a joint statement condemning the 
arbitrary arrest and detention of peaceful 
protesters opposing the punitive Finance 
Bill, 2024. The statement demanded the 
immediate and unconditional release of 
the detainees and reminded the police 
to uphold Article 37 of the Constitution, 
which guarantees the right to peaceful 
assembly. It also criticized the excessive 
force used by the police against unarmed 
and non-violent individuals, reinforcing 
the call for respect for civil liberties and 
human rights. 

Police Reforms Working Group on 
Arbitrary Arrests and Detentions

that no amendments should be made to the IEBC Act as it would undermine the 
electoral process in the country. It was emphasized that there is a need to preserve 
the democracy and electoral integrity in the country.
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Court of Appeal Electoral Dispute 
Resolution (EDR) Debrief
As a follow up to the training 
offered to the court of appeal 
judges on EDR in 2022, ICJ 
Kenya supported the Court 
of Appeal EDR Debrief and 
Learning sessions held from 
May 29 to June 1, 2024, in 
Nakuru, which facilitated 
knowledge exchange among 
sixteen Court of Appeal Judges 
and over fi fteen Senior Legal 
Researchers and Judicial 
Offi cers. The sessions pro-
vided a platform for discussing 
election appeal handling, 
addressing emerging issues 

such as timelines and inter-
locutory applications. 
Presentations from senior 
counsels on evolving juris-
prudence and comparative 
insights from the Chief Justice 
of Zimbabwe and a Malawian 
Supreme Court Justice 
enriched the discourse. 
The sessions successfully 
enhanced the judges’ and legal 
researchers’ understanding of 
best practices and emerging 
legal trends in election dispute 
resolution. 

Media Coverage

The Standard: https://www.
standardmedia.co.ke/opinion/
article/2001493500/all-our-con-
stitutional-reform- initiatives-
have-been-on-roller-coaster

ICJ Kenya: https://icj-kenya.
org/news/election-dispute-res-
olution-court-of-appeal-judg-
es-refl ect-on-lessons/

Nation Africa: https://nation.
africa/kenya/blogs-opinion/
blogs/passing-cherargei-bill-
will-be-death-by-democracide-- 
4608696

10



11

Judicial Strengthening and Reforms
Memorandum before the Judicial 
Service Commission
To ensure a fair and inclusive 
approach to judicial appointments, 
aligning with principles of equity 
and representation, ICJ Kenya 
presented a memorandum before 
the Judicial service commission 
advocating for a transparent and 
legally compliant recruitment pro-
cess for Court of Appeal Judges. 
The memorandum emphasized the 
importance of enhancing diversity 
on the Appellate Court, including 
the consideration of candidates 
from the Employment and Labour 
Relations Court (ELRC) and the 
Environment and Land Court 
(ELC), among others.

Heighten judicial offi cers’ security 
in court
ICJ Kenya issued a statement in response to a tragic incident at the Makadara Law
Courts, where a Principal Magistrate 
was shot and fatally injured while 
presiding over proceedings. The 
statement urgently called for height-
ened security measures to safeguard 
judicial offi cers, court staff, and 
visitors, aiming to prevent future 
occurrences of such violence within 
court premises. In the statement, 
ICJ Kenya reiterated its commit-
ment to collaborating closely with 
the Judiciary to address security 
issues and ensure the safety of all 
involved in the judicial process.
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To support establishment and 
strengthening of justice institutions 
and actors, ICJ Kenya participated 
in a four-day workshop hosted by 
the Kenya Judiciary Academy in 
Naivasha to review and enhance the 
development of an access to justice 
toolkit. The workshop provided a 
platform for stakeholders to provide 
input and recommendations aimed at 
improving the toolkit’s effi cacy.

Following the workshop, the 
next steps include incorpo-
rating the suggestions and 
recommendations into the 
toolkit and sharing it with 
stakeholders for further refi ne-
ment, ensuring input from all 
relevant parties to optimize its 
utility in promoting access to 
justice.

Access to Justice Toolkit

Media Coverage

ICJ Kenya: https://icj-kenya.
org/news/why-elite-driven-re-
forms-pose-threat-to-transforma-
tive-constitution/

ICJ Kenya: https://icj-kenya.org/
news/citizen-participation-cru-
cial-in-the-recruitment-of-judicial-of-
fi cers/

Nation Africa: https://nation.africa/
kenya/blogs-opinion/blogs/jsc-was-
wrong-to-vet-applicants-for-registrar-
post-in- camera-4568326
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Briefi ng Meeting on Police Reforms

Security Sector Strengthening and Reforms

National Policing Conference

Under the umbrella of the Police 
Reforms Working Group, ICJ 
Kenya actively participated in the 
Stakeholders Technical Briefi ng 
Meeting on Police Reforms held 
at the National Police Leadership 
Academy in Ngong.
The meeting provided a plat-
form for the National Police 
Service, National Police Service 
Commission, and IPOA to present 
their implementation plan for rec-
ommendations from the Maraga-led
Taskforce report, operationalizing the National Coroners Services Act, establishing 
a victims’ fund for survivors of police violations, and enhancing police oversight and 
accountability. The two-day event facilitated in-depth engagement through panel 
discussions and plenary sessions, enabled stakeholders to address critical issues 
surrounding police reforms and accountability.

ICJ Kenya actively partici-
pated in the National Policing 
Conference themed ‘strengthen-
ing accountability and oversight 
within the policing sector in 
Kenya’, which convened diverse 
stakeholders including state 
agencies, civil society organi-
zations, social justice centers, 
and development partners. Key 
discussions centered on imple-
menting recommendations 
from the Maraga-led Taskforce 
report, operationalizing the 
National Coroners Services Act, 
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CSO Meeting on Enforced Disappearances 
or Involuntary Disappearances

Under the umbrella of the Police 
Reforms Working Group, ICJ 
Kenya actively participated in the 
Stakeholders Technical Briefi ng 
Meeting on Police Reforms held 
at the National Police Leadership 
Academy in Ngong.
The meeting provided a 
platform for the National 
Police Service, National 
Police Service Commission, 
and IPOA to present their 
implementation plan for recom-
mendations from the Maraga-led
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South African Justice and Constitutional 
Development Deputy  Minister Meeting

The ICJ Kenya team led by our Ag. Executive Director Demas Kiprono 
met the South African Deputy Minister for Justice and Constitutional 
Development, John Jeffries to discuss various areas of coopera-
tion including the Norwegian Agency for Exchange Cooperation 
(Norec) exchange program, Justice & Human Rights issues.
During a courtesy visit at the Southern Africa Litigation Cente our Ag. 
Executive Director Demas Kiprono participated in discussions steered 
towards areas of cooperation such as regional litigation. Further discus-
sions centered on economic, social and cultural rights, gender, judicial 
strengthening and digital rights.

15



establishing a victims’ fund for survivors of police violations, and enhancing police 
oversight and accountability. The two-day event facilitated in-depth engagement 
through panel discussions and plenary sessions, enabled stakeholders to address 
critical issues surrounding police reforms and accountability. 

Regional Consultation on Enforced Disappearances
ICJ Kenya participated as a panelist in an online regional consultation on enforced 
disappearance. The session aimed to facilitate interactive discussions and gather 
insights for the upcoming World Congress against Enforced Disappearances.
Participants from across Africa addressed specifi c topics, with ICJ Kenya focusing 
on criminalizing enforced disappearances and advocating for Kenya’s ratifi cation 
of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced 
Disappearance. One of the primary goals of the online consultation was to defi ne 
key priorities for the World Congress scheduled for January 2025, ensuring critical 
issues are addressed comprehensively. 

Media Coverage

Nation Africa: https://nation.
africa/kenya/blogs-opinion/blogs/-
utumishi-kwa-wote-is-not-just-a-slo-
gan-4597666

ICJ Kenya: https://icj-kenya.org/
news/time-to-enact-law-that-criminal-
izes-enforced-disappearances-in-ken-
ya/

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LAig7EcVwOY&t=183s

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=YzlUeZb0emY&t=4s
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Criminal Justice
Scorecard on Decriminalisation of Petty 
Offenses
ICJ Kenya participated and contributed at the In-country training for the Kenya 
National Commission on Human Rights (KNCHR) on Data Collection and Analysis 
for the completion of the Scorecard on Decriminalisation of Petty Offences, held on 
April 11-12, 2024.
ICJ Kenya delivered a presentation outlining its ongoing efforts in the decriminal-
ization campaign within Kenya. The training aimed to enhance data collection and 
analysis to assess Kenya’s progress in implementing the African Commission on 
Human and People’s Rights (ACHPR) Principles on the Decriminalisation of Petty 
Offences in Africa. The scorecard questionnaire served as a tool to measure and doc-
ument the country’s advancements and challenges in this area, fostering informed 
decision-making and advocacy for human rights reforms. 

Guide for a Human Rights-Based Approach 
to Criminal Law on the Decriminalisation of 
Poverty, Homelessness, and Status

ICJ Kenya participated at the 
consultation on a Practitioners’ 
Guide for a human rights-based 
approach to criminal law on the 
decriminalisation of poverty, 
homelessness, and status in the 
Africa region.
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The event convened diverse stakeholders 
from across Africa to discuss and enhance 
the practitioner’s guide, focusing on inter-
national and regional criminal law and 
human rights standards applicable to 
decriminalizing conduct associated with 
poverty, homelessness, and legal status. 
Participants also shared best practices 
from their respective countries, aiming to 
advance efforts towards decriminalizing 
poverty and status offenses in Africa. 

Media Coverage

ICJ Kenya: https://icj-kenya.org/
news/julie-wayua-matheka-spear-
heading-kenyas-decriminalisa-
tion-of-petty- offences-campaign/

ICJ Kenya: https ://icj-kenya.org/
news/establish-an-international-
court-to-boost-fi ght-against-grand-
corruption/
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We conducted desktop research highlight-
ing the available national legal framework 
in kenya on preventing atrocity crimes in 
Africa. From the research we were able to 
establish that Kenya has domestic mech-
anisms to curb the occurrence of atrocity 
crimes within its borders.
These various tools have managed to 
assist citizens in appreciating what con-
stitutes the crime of atrocity as well as 
providing remedies for victims of these 
crimes. From this research we intend to 
approach The Kenya National Committee 
on the Prevention and Punishment of the 

National Mechanisms to Prevent 
Atrocity Crimes in Kenya

To inform our planned work at the regional 
level we conducted desktop research on the 
role of the available regional mechanisms 
in curbing the increasing atrocity crimes 
in Africa. Amongst the recommendations 
of the research was the need to increase 
the number of times that States report 
and make it mandatory noting that State 
reporting process is a fundamental com-
ponent in monitoring the implementation 
of a treaty or human rights instrument. 
The research will form our advocacy 
strategy at the regional mechanism for 
example at the African Commision.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Role of Regional Mechanisms in curbing 
the rise of Atrocity crimes in Africa.

Accountability for Human Rights Violations 
and Atrocity Crimes.

20

Crime of Genocide, War Crimes, Crimes Against Humanity and All Forms of 
Discrimination (KNC) which is made up of representatives of various organiza-
tions, government and non-government, that deal with the prevention of atrocity 
crimes in Kenya with an intention to join. 



As part of a consortium and to 
continue our regional work, we par-
ticipated in drafting and submission 
of a CSO report to the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR) which is an assessment of the 
follow-up actions of the State party 
in implementing UN Human Rights 
Committee’s recommendations made 
by the UN Human Rights Committee 
during Kenya’s fourth review peri-
odic report on its compliance with the 
International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) during its 
131st session in March 2021.

CSOs Report on Kenya’s Compliance 
with ICCPR

Monitoring of the Rwanda Genocide 
Transfer Cases

We conducted three visits 
to Rwanda with the inten-
tion to monitor the Rwanda 
genocide transfer cases and sub-
mitted a report to the embassy 
of Netherlands. During the 
visits the monitor held a series 
of meetings with interlocutors 
both the defense and prosecu-
tion, conducted prison visits to 
the inmates and held meetings 
with the Dutch embassy in Kigali 
Rwanda.
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As a member of the consortium that 
was involved in Petition 122 of 2013, in 
the reporting period, we have attended 
a series of meetings to discuss the prog-
ress of the appeal of the judgement 
in the subject judgement to ensure 
that all victims are compensated and 
pushing for the government to adhere 
to the judgement and compensate 
the victims. Due to our meetings, the 
Appeal is now scheduled for hear-
ing, and members have strategized an 
advocacy plan around the judgement’s 
implementation.

Implementation of the Judgment in 
Petition 122 of 2013.

As a member of the coalition of the 
International Criminal Court, we 
have continued to attend various 
online meetings organised by the coa-
lition of the International Criminal 
Court where we gave our contribu-
tions with respect to access to justice 
for victims of atrocity crimes at the 
International Criminal Court. We 
have registered and plan to attend the 
online International Criminal Court 
Civil Society roundtable scheduled to 
happen from the 24th to 28th June 
2024.

Coalition of the International Criminal 
Court Meeting.
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Equality Rights and Inclusion
Simplifi ed Version of the Access 
to Justice Manual
ICJ Kenya developed a simpli-
fi ed version of the publication 
titled; “Promoting Inclusion and 
Responding to Justice Needs for per-
sons with Mental Disabilities: An 
access to Justice Manual for persons 
with mental disabilities.” The simpli-
fi ed easy to read version summarizes 
the policy framework, challenges in 
the criminal justice system and the 
recommendations to various duty 
bearers to afford persons with mental
disabilities reasonable accommodation in the judicial process. The purpose of 
developing the simplifi ed version is to advance our advocacy efforts through our 
sensitization workshops on the publication.

Access To Justice Manual For 
Persons With Mental Disabilities
ICJ Kenya conducted a two-day workshop with Prison Offi cers from Nairobi county 
between April 3rd and 4th, 2024. 
The aim of the workshop was to sensitize prison offi cers on our publication titled: 
Promoting Inclusion and Responding to Justice Needs for persons with Mental 
Disabilities: An access to Justice Manual for persons with mental disabilities.
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Programme for Legal Empowerment 
and Aid Delivery in Kenya (PLEAD)

24

Appearing before the Programme 
for Legal Empowerment and Aid 
Delivery in Kenya (PLEAD) steer-
ing committee, our Programme 
manager Vincent Kimathi made a 
presentation on Paralegalism and 
the Alternative Justice System (AJS).
Mr. Muthaura reiterated the impor-
tance of these mechanisms and how 
they contribute to the enhancement 
of access to justice particularly for the 
most vulnerable in our communities.
During the course of the presentation, 
he also highlighted some of the work 
ICJ Kenya is doing on PLEAD II.



3rd Annual Alternative Justice 
Systems Conference

International Disability Rights 
and Accessibility

ICJ Kenya attended and partici-
pated in the 3rd Annual Alternative 
Justice Systems Conference themed 
‘Accelerating People-Centered Justice 
in Kenya: Engaging, Expanding 
and Retooling AJS’. The confer-
ence attracted over 200 participants 
consisting of judicial actors, policy 
makers, AJS practitioners, academia 
among others with an aim to rally all 
sectors of Kenyan social, religious, 
judiciary and cultural life to contin-
uously and emphatically support the 
AJS mechanism and expand the pool 
of individuals and groups accessing 
justice in Kenya.
The coordinators of the six ICJ Kenya 
paralegal networks benefi ted from 
the conference which interrogated

ICJ Kenya Ag. Executive Director Demas Kiprono engaged in a forum with the 
USA Advisor on International Disability Rights and Accessibility, Sara Minkara.
Mr. Kiprono spoke about  Persons With Disabilities (PWD) representation across 
legislative bodies and addressed crucial access to fi nancial services amidst wide-
spread digitisation.
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mechanisms to entrench AJS within the tradition and logic of Social Transformation 
Through Access to Justice (STAJ), the Judiciary’s blueprint, of expanding organic, 
people-centered approaches to access to justice. It further explored the interlink-
ages among all mechanisms for multiple justice methods, including critical issues 
relating to enhancing county-based actions and collaborations. 
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ICJ Kenya authored the 2023 paralegal report, themed “Accelerating Access 
to Justice for the Poor and Marginalized Through Promoting Alternative 
Justice Systems.” The theme was informed by the series of paralegal trainings on 
AJS carried out by ICJ Kenya throughout 2023 across the six networks. The report 
further analyzes the nature and number of cases reported to the six networks in 
2023, including a summary of the success stories reported. The reports inform ICJ 
Kenya programming in terms of the situation on access to justice for the marginal-
ised at the grassroot level.

ICJ Kenya 2023 Paralegal Report

ised at the grassroot level.

Media Coverage

Nation Africa: https://nation.
africa/kenya/blogs-opinion/
blogs/alternative-justice-sys-
tem-will-end-backlog-of-cases- 
4647802

Youtube: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=TGPYOoOzGlI
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The ICJ Kenya Human Rights 
Programme held a consultative 
meeting ON June 3rd, 2024 with 
Lorenzo Wakefi eld from the Charles 
Stewart Mott Foundation to discuss 
our continued areas of partnership 
on Access to Justice among others.

International Disability Rights 
and Accessibility
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Civic Space,Digital Rights and Independent Media
Kenya and Artifi cial Intelligence
ICJ Kenya authored an opinion piece titled Embrace AI but take action to protect 
data and privacy. The article analyses the effi ciency poised using AI in countries 
such as China, USA and the big tech companies. It reveals that, when an AI system 
is well designed, it enhances convenience and accuracy, with the capability of solv-
ing a wide range of problems, including climate crisis.
It further reveals that African countries are progressively gearing up to harness 
the potential of AI at national and regional levels such as the African Union white 
paper for the development of AI. The article recommends that, while leveraging on 
AI, there is a need for robust institutional and legal safeguards for data privacy and 
protection. 
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Digital Rights Security
ICJ Kenya authored an article analyz-
ing the challenges of digitizing personal 
information in Kenya. It raises con-
cerns on the storage and accessibility 
of digitized personal information which 
is mostly susceptible to identity theft, 
fi nancial fraud and other forms of cyber- 
crimes. It however acknowledges the 
effi ciency in service delivery, associated 
with digitizing personal information in 
Kenya and calls for the state to invest 
in digital security measures to enhance 
the protection of digitized data.

ICJ Kenya authored an article analyz-
ing the challenges of digitizing personal 
information in Kenya. It raises con-
cerns on the storage and accessibility 
of digitized personal information which 
is mostly susceptible to identity theft, 
fi nancial fraud and other forms of cyber- 
crimes. It however acknowledges the 
effi ciency in service delivery, associated 
with digitizing personal information in 
Kenya and calls for the state to invest 
in digital security measures to enhance 

Analysis of the Public Benefi ts 
Organizations Act 2013
ICJ Kenya, through its advocacy 
strategies, developed an analysis of 
the PBO Act 2013 whose commence-
ment date was gazette for 14th 
May 2024. ICJ Kenya welcomed the 
gazettement of the Act as it seeks 
to ensure meaningful protection of 
fundamental rights and freedoms 
especially the freedom of association, 
expression and assembly. To achieve 
this, the Act has provided for an elab-
orate framework for PBOs to join and 
participate in self-regulating forums 
and establishing a national PBO 
federation to coordinate the self-reg-
ulating forums.
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ICJ Kenya in its article recognizes that since the colonial era, the right to protest, 
assemble and picket has been contentious. It reveals that the supporters of the right 
to assemble view it as a vital means for the public to voice their opinions while those 
in power perceive it as a potential threat.
In April 2024, the Assembly and Demonstrations Bill was published, and it rec-
ognizes that assemblies can be spontaneous and unplanned. It also ensures that 
nonparticipating members of the public can enjoy their environment and conduct 
their business without interference. Moreover, it mandates the creation of a public 
register of notifi cations, which should be open for inspection. While the bill is timely, 
it misses the historical nuances in of protest in Kenya more so striking a balance 
between public order and the right to assemble.

The Assembly and Demonstrations 
Bill, 2024

Media Coverage

Standard Media: https://www.
standardmedia.co .ke/opinion/
article/2001494343/why-kenya-
must-move-fast-to-invest- in-digi-
tal-rights-security

Standard Media: https://www.
standardmedia.co .ke/opinion/
art ic le /2001492291/court-rul -
ing-recognises-freedom-of- expres-
sion-as-an-instrumental-right

ICJ Kenya: https://icj-kenya.org/
news/why-kenya-needs-to-invest-in-
digital-rights-protection/

Shahidi News: https://shahidinews.
co.ke/2024/05/06/how-kenyas-legal-
landscape-safeguards-civic-spaces-
and- protects-human-rights/

ICJ Kenya: https ://icj-kenya.org/
news/embrace-ai-but-take-action-to-
protect-data-and-privacy/
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JUSTICE

ECONOMIC JUSTICE
Corporate and Public  Sector Accountability
IDA21 Forum for the Eastern and 
Southern Africa Region

ICJ Kenya participated in the IDA21 
Forum for the Eastern and Southern 
Africa Region as part of the Okoa 
Uchumi Coalition. Civil society orga-
nizations convened to strategize 
their engagement with the World 
Bank’s International Development 
Association (IDA) delegation, focusing 
on aligning the coalition’s positions 
and priorities. ICJ Kenya highlighted 

On 22 May 2024, ICJ Kenya, as 
a member of the OKoa Uchumi 
Coalition, collaborated with other civil 
society organizations (CSOs) to scru-
tinize the Finance Bill and prepare a 
joint submission to Parliament. The 
bill proposed several tax measures 
that could unduly burden Kenyans.
This meeting aligned with ICJ Kenya’s 
mission to foster citizen-driven social 
accountability. Emphasizing transparency and accountability in taxation, ICJ 
Kenya advocates for an equitable tax system where citizens are informed and 
involved in fi scal decisions, ensuring that taxation policies are fair and just, and 
government spending is transparent and accountable to the public. 

the importance of access to information as a critical tool for ensuring transparency 
and accountability. Our proposals emphasized empowering citizens with informa-
tion to promote informed participation in governance and development processes, 
aiming to foster greater accountability in the implementation of IDA-funded projects. 

Convening on Finance Bill 2024 
Submission
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ICJ Kenya published an article titled 
“Taxation: Demand for Accountability” 
on various digital platforms, address-
ing the aggressive taxation measures 
adopted by the Kenyan government. 
The article aimed to enhance public 
engagement in the planning, utili-
zation, and accountability of public 
fi nancial resources.
It highlighted concerns about the 
burden of excessive taxation on 
citizens and called for greater trans-
parency and accountability in how tax 
revenues are managed and spent. By 
raising awareness and encouraging 
public discourse, ICJ Kenya sought to 
empower citizens to demand fair and 
responsible fi scal policies that refl ect 
their needs and priorities. 

ICJ Kenya held an exploratory meet-
ing with the Commonwealth Human 
Rights Initiative (CHRI) to discuss 
access to information and digital 
rights, particularly focusing on mis-
information and disinformation. The 
meeting concluded with several action 
points, including the decision to sign 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) for collaborative regional efforts 
in these thematic areas. Additionally,

Convening on Finance Bill 2024 
Submission

Media Coverage
Citizen Digital: https://www.citizen.dig-
ital/opinion-blogs/opinion-new-wave-of-
taxes-will-hurt-kenyans-n343131

Common Wealth Human Rights 
Initiative

both organizations committed to seeking opportunities for resource mobilization to 
support their joint initiatives. This partnership aims to enhance the public’s right 
to accurate information and strengthen digital rights, ensuring accountability and 
transparency in information dissemination. 
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ICJ Kenya participated in the Anti-
Corruption Court Users Committee 
(CUC) on 28 May 2024, collaborat-
ing with other institutions to engage 
in robust discussions on managing 
corruption cases and developing an 
action plan for the CUC. The meet-
ing underscored the vital role of the 
judiciary and other key actors in com-
bating corruption.
Key topics included streamlining 
case management, enhancing inter-
agency coordination, and ensuring 
timely justice. The action plan aims to 
strengthen institutional capacities, improve case handling effi ciency, and foster 
greater public trust in the judicial process in tackling corruption. 

Anti-Corruption Court Users Committee

The Zambian delegation, including rep-
resentatives from the Anti-Corruption 
Commission, Human Rights 
Commission, National Prosecution 
Authority, Offi ce of the Public Protector, 
and the GIZ EnACT Programme, vis-
ited Kenya to exchange best practices 
and experiences in combating corruption 
and promoting human rights. ICJ Kenya 
was invited to participate in the meet-
ing, contributing insights on effective 
anti-corruption strategies.Discussions 
focused on transparency, accountability, 
and legal frameworks essential for curb-
ing corruption. ICJ Kenya shared its 
experiences and methodologies, emphasizing the importance of robust legal insti-
tutions, active civil society involvement, and public access to information as key 
components in the fi ght against corruption. 

Kenya-Zambia Learning Visit on 
Anti-Corruption and Human Rights
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To create public awareness on the legal and policy challenges to implementing the 
free maternal health policy in Kenya, ICJ Kenya published an opinion piece titled, 
“Kenya’s Uncertain Path to Free Maternal Health,” was published on the Citizen 
Digital platform on April 26th, 2024.  
Also, an opinion piece titled, “Reducing Free Maternal Health Care Budget Big Blow 
to Women,” was published on The Standard Newspaper on 18th June 2024. The 
article aimed at creating public awareness on why government needs to prioritize 
maternal health fi nancing. 

Women’s Health Rights

ECOSOC RIGHTS

Right to Health

In commemoration of World 
Health Day on 7th April 2024,
ICJ Kenya published a poster 
and video on its social media 
platforms aimed at creating 
awareness of the right to health 
and advocating for the urgent 
resolution of the health crisis 
owing to the doctors’ strike and 
NHIF cash crunch.

maternal health fi nancing. 
article aimed at creating public awareness on why government needs to prioritize article aimed at creating public awareness on why government needs to prioritize 

Media Coverage
Citizen Digital: https://www.citizen.digital/
opinion-blogs/opinion-kenyas-uncertain-path-
to-free-maternal-health- n341099?utm_me-
dium=Social&utm_source=Twitter#Echo-
box=1714153381
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ICJ Kenya under the Civil Society 
Parliamentary Engagement Network 
(CSPEN) participated in the review of 
the Finance Bill 2024 spearheaded by 
Mzalendo Trust on 24th May 2024 in 
Nairobi. The review’s aim was to delve 
into the details of the Bill and develop a 
memorandum to parliament. The anal-
ysis identifi ed the implications of the 
Bill to service delivery. A memorandum 
highlighting key concerns was devel-
oped and submitted to the National 
Assembly Departmental Committee on 
Finance and National Planning.

Parliamentary Engagement on 
the Finance Bill 2024

To inform our planned work at the 
regional level we conducted desktop 
research on the role of the available 
regional mechanisms in curbing 
the increasing atrocity crimes in 
Africa. Amongst the recommenda-
tions of the research was the need 
to increase the number of times that 
States report and make it manda-
tory noting that State reporting 
process is a fundamental component 
in monitoring the implementation 
of a treaty or human rights instru-
ment. The research will form our 
advocacy strategy at the regional 
mechanism for example at the 
African Commision.

KCCWG Monthly Meetings
Land, Environment & Climate Justice
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On June 5, 2024, ICJ Kenya com-
memorated World Environment Day 
through an extensive online advocacy 
campaign. The organization developed 
and disseminated online messages 
and an article emphasizing the sig-
nifi cance of the day. The content 
highlighted pressing environmental 
issues, the importance of sustainable 
practices, and the need for collective 
action to protect the environment.
By leveraging digital platforms, ICJ 
Kenya aimed to raise awareness, 
inspire community involvement, and
promote policies that support environ-
mental conservation. This initative
reinforced the organization’s commitment to environmental advocacy and its role in 
fostering a culture of sustainability in Kenya. 

ICJ Kenya published a series of articles addressing various climate change issues, 
emphasizing the importance of climate justice. Through these articles, ICJ Kenya 
aimed to raise awareness, promote informed public discourse, and advocate for fair 
and just climate policies that address both environmental and social dimensions of 
the climate crisis.

World Environment Day

Climate Change/Climate Justice

Media Coverage

Citizen Digital: https://www.
citizen.digital/opinion-blogs/
opinion-why-climate-justice-
matters-in-kenya-unpacking-
the-fairness-of-the-climate-cri-
sis-n341437

Citizen Digital: https://www.
citizen.digital/opinion-blogs/
opinion-climate-change-and-
the-right-to-health-n340898
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Media Coverage

Standard Media: https://www.
standardmedia . co .ke /hea l th /
health-opinion/article/2001494045/
cl imate-justice-and-conserva-
tion-are-undeniably-interconnected

ICJ Kenya: https ://icj-kenya.org/
news/world-environment-day-re-
storing-our-land-securing-our-fu-
ture/

ICJ Kenya: https://icj-kenya.org/
news/the-need-for-climate-justice-
amid-ravaging-fl oods-nationwide/

ICJ Kenya: https://icj-kenya.org/
news/climate-change-crisis-and-
what-govt-must-do/

ICJ Kenya has maintained and strengthened its collaborations with academic insti-
tutions, effectively implementing existing memoranda of understanding (MOUs) 
during the reporting period.

Partnerships with Academic 
Institutions
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Additionally, during the AJS conference, ICJ Kenya visited the Kabarak University 
Press to donate publications, including a joint publication with Kabarak University 
Law School focusing on “Women and the Death Penalty.” This effort supports aca-
demic discourse and highlights ICJ Kenya’s commitment to promoting human rights 
and legal education through collaborative efforts with academic partners.

These engagements highlight ICJ Kenya’s proactive role in fostering knowledge-shar-
ing and advancing critical discussions on legal and human rights issues within 
academic and professional circles. 

On May 31, 2024, ICJ Kenya was 
invited to participate in a mentorship 
workshop organized by the Kenya 
School of Law. At this event, ICJ 
Kenya provided perspectives on the 
legal profession, offering guidance to 
aspiring legal professionals.
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In an ongoing profi le feature across the dailies, we continue to feature our pro-
gramme offi cers, in turn highlighting their work and their lasting impact within 
their respective programmes.

ICJ Kenya Secretariat 
Newspaper Profi les
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