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19 October 2017

STEP BACK FROM THE BRINK!

AN OPEN LETTER TO SIDENT UHURU KENYATTA AND RT. HON RAILA

ODINGA
Dear Mr. President n. Odinga,

ional Commission of Jurists (ICJ Kenya) wishes
cellency President Uhuru Kenyatta and Your

stand-off around the proposed fresh
f October 2017.

The Kenyan Sectio
to directly raise co
Excellency Rt. Hon.
presidential election

The 26" of October 20
Electoral and Boundarie
the election on this date.
Roselyn Akombe has not onl
life. Her family too had earlier fle
not been investigated. Dr. Akombe
the IEBC to hold a free, fair and credib

aching. The Independent

tated that it is ready to hold
this, Commissioner Dr.

e country fearing for her
nt threats which have
t on the ability of

In statement to the natio . Chairman of the
IEBC Wafula Chebu i stile political
environment as o i ssible. Both
commissioners '
ission plenary
tits
independenc perations

keen to have
elections in spit cted counties lives

might be lost.
The Chairman had this to say:

That the country faces a dilemma between operational preparedness and the
political environment for credible elections.

The Chairman states in clear terms that there does not exist a conducive
environment in which to hold free and fair elections. The Chairman also insinuates

A Jud? and eqairable society ¢o possidle
International Commission of Jurists - Kenyan Section, Vihiga Road, Off Othaya Rd, Kileleshwa ¢ P. O. Box 59743-00200 Nairobi
Tel: +254 20 2084836/8, GSM: 0720 491549 / 0733 491549 ¢ Email: info@icj-kenya.org, www.facebook.com/icj.kenya
Twitter: @icjkenya, Website: www.icj-kenya.org ¢ Dropping Zone: Box 101, 2nd Floor, Revlon Plaza, Tubman road

Chairman: Njonjo Mue Vice-Chair: Kelvin Mogeni  Secretary: Patrick Ngunjiri
Treasurer: Protas Saende Members: Brenda Kamau Charles Mwongela Christopher




@ @
International
‘ I c Commission
of Jurists

KENYAN SECTION |since 1959

that Raila Odinga’s withdrawal casts doubt as to whether President Uhuru’s eventual
win will be viewed as legitimate and unify the country.

The political, economic and social stability of Kenya beyond the 26™ of October is in
y witnessed hundreds of General Service Unit police
ed to NASA strongholds with the idea of securing the
o aware that NASA, through you, Rt. Hon. Odinga,
ts on the 26™ of October 2017. We are equally aware
ed that the election will go on even in those

officers allegedly being
presidential election.
has called for nation
that you, Mr. Presid
circumstances.

As you, our political
increasingly worried
unstoppable force en
but from past experien

ith this game of brinkmanship, an

ders, “What happens when an

stacle?” We do not have an answer,
eople suffer.

Given the above and reca
children, at the hands of poli
you Hon. Odinga the following g

t tens of lives, including
you Mr. President and

t on whether the
lead

Is this not an opportune time to step b
26" of October 2017 will yield the desire
desperately hopes for?

Are free and fair
intimidation an

fear, violence,

Are free and fi
in opposition

ipate yet reside
? Will their

safety be gu onment? Will
they not be s e hostile
communities t y you Hon
Odinga?

Will we not witness ri ] other communities
residing in Jubilee-dominated areas as in the 2007 post election
violence?

Will we, therefore, have any semblance of a united country after the 26" of October
20177 Or will we be a nation at war with itself?

Recalling that the police were responsible for more than 400 lives lost during the
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post-election violence of 2007-8, will we not see more young lives lost during
protests at the hands of an even more vicious and unaccountable police force? Have
we not lost enough lives and suffered sufficient injuries to warrant your realization
that this country faces a grave risk of being lost on your watch?

Have we really learnt le
compromise is most ¢
guard life and limb?
reach a compromis
determined to wait
innocent Kenyans?

rom the 2007-8 post-election violence that political

re rather than after a flawed election in order to safe
re graphically, will you have the presence of mind to
n a document with pen and ink, or are you

id document with pens dripping with the blood of

In view of the forgoi
a fresh presidential e
September 2017, but
currently exists to hold t
that innocent voters’ lives
advise as follows:

enya is constitutionally obligated to hold
e Supreme Court decision of 1%
believe a conducive environment
n 26" of October 2017 and
manner, we the ICJ Kenya

1. That the Chairman of the IE
to the Supreme Court and seek
the hostile and volatile political en
of the Commissio

icer, urgently return
to proceed, given
f a key member
, the fact that a
duress and the
proceed with

e this moment to

to heal the divisions

n with an election

e environment that exists
at present, you, Mr. President o be accepted as Head of State
in large parts of the country and therefore will be unable to fulfill the
constitutional demands of your role which include being a symbol of national
unity. The inability to play this critical role means that the presidency will
become a divisive institution and risk ultimately losing its legitimacy.

4. In our considered opinion, immediate political solutions to the crisis
confronting our nation include:

broker a
that are thri
victory guaran
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a. In the short term, an agreement be urgently sought on both sides on
how to ensure that a conducive peaceable political environment is
restored within the shortest time possible to enable the country to carry
out a free, fairgeredible and peaceful fresh presidential election. This is

alition, caretaker or transitional government because

for a gov to enjoy legitimacy, it must be elected by the Kenyan

i ir, credible and peaceful election. It is, rather, a

posal to enable our country to step back from the

b. olution be sought, including the possible
Conference led by a decision-making organ
owing you, Mr. President, and you, Hon.
Raila, a plore and find just and peaceful
ways out e and address its root causes
through co
5. That in the unfortunate deaf ears and the

26" of October
ish to protest to do
e their

planned fresh presidential
2017, we urge Kenyans to vot
so peacefully and not interfere wi
constitutional right to vote.

ity to remind

g days. But

n. The key
ursuing short-
answer the call
ic, guarantee
anently in the

In conclusion, Mr. P
you that our cou
times of great
variable is wh
term partisan
of the mome
them a place
history of thei

Yours sincerely,

Njonjo Mue
Chairman
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